106                              NOMAD

Iraq Army, the Arab Legion, the Druze Regiment,
Iraq Levies and so on. These officers come to these
units knowing nothing. They may pick up a few
words of Arabic, but few, if any of them, learn any-
thing about Islam, Arab history or culture or the
Arab mentality.

The result is that they can give simple orders, but
they have no spiritual background in common with
their men. As a result, they get no moral hold on
them, and in a tight corner the men abandon them.
Then people say that Arabs are no good as soldiers.
This is not fair or true. I would certainly send most
of the British officers of the Arab Legion to your
Centre.

I seem to have written quite a treatise myself, but
the subject is one of supreme importance and of in-
tense interest. I hope that your Arab Centre will
come into existence, and you can certainly count on
me for all the support I can give you.

Yours sincerely,
J. B. GLUBB.
CAPTAIN MAUGHAM,
c/o HEADQUARTERS,
PALESTINE.

XXVI

When the porter at the King David asked me if I would
mind sharing my taxi to the airport with a stranger,
I gladly consented. My companion was a fat, dark
Persian of middle-age, who spoke rather stilted French,
and smelled faintly of cigars and eau-de-Cologne.